
The Muster—Winter 2017 

Winter 2017 President’s Message 
 

Nearly twenty-nine years ago, I stepped onto Dartmouth’s campus as a 
first-year student. I had just finished working at the Headquarters Engi-
neering Dept. at the CIA and I decided to join our Army ROTC program. 
My first Army ROTC Coordinator SFC James Kiernan, Jr. passed away too 
soon at age 57 in 2013. Please see our tribute to him in this newsletter.  
 

Decades later, my fellow ROTC cadets are still some of my closest friends 
– you’ll note a couple of them have joined our DUSA board. US News & 
World Report has ranked Dartmouth #5 for “Best Schools for Veterans” 
and our first 10 Posse veterans are now in their first winter term.  Being a 
part of the Army ROTC program was a life-changing experience for me 
and now, it is an honor and privilege to serve as your president of DUSA. 
 

Our DUSA founder Nathan Bruschi ’10 has done a fantastic job of building 
a strong foundation for our group and we will do our best to continue his 
outstanding leadership and pursuit of excellence as we strive to meet the 
needs of our active duty and veteran alumni and our student veterans on 
campus. We are pleased that so many of you have volunteered such that 
we could expand our Board to include regional representatives and liai-
sons from our on-campus veterans groups, and to work to build a career 
network so we may help our alumni continue to progress in their careers.  
 

We have lofty goals for this year and we hope we can count on your 
support so we may achieve these goals and continue our programs: 
1. Increase dues-paying memberships by +15% vs. prior year. Please 

renew your dues for fiscal 2016-2017 and fill out our membership 
form attached or online at: http://DUSA.Dartmouth.org/Dues 

2. Organize at least 3 robust events outside of Hanover. 
3. Build a career network so we can better support our alumni and stu-

dent veterans. Please contact our Career Network Coordinator Ki 
Suh Jung at kisuh.jung@gmail.com to volunteer to be a resource or 
to have your company listed as a potential employer. 

4. Provide strong regional networks to further engage our veteran and 
civilian alumni and students. 

5. Attract more veterans to attend Dartmouth and inspire more Dart-
mouth students to serve their country. 

 

One of our most successful programs has been our James Wright Award 
for Distinguished Service. For 2016, we were lucky to 
have Dr. Jim Geiling MPH’14 accept this award - a 
Geisel professor, Chief of the Medical Service at the 
VA in White River Junction, VT, and Coordinator of 
first responders at the Pentagon after the attacks on 
9/11. It has been my honor to serve as your Chair of 
the Nomination Committee for the past 3 years. I am 
thrilled that Desmond Webster MALS ’13 has stepped 
up as Chair along with 3 new members to the team.  
 

As always, we are very grateful for your support. 
Thank you and thank you for your service. Please do 
not hesitate to contact me with any questions.  
 

Yours in Service, 
Winnie W. Huang ’92, DUSA President 

2016-2017 DUSA Board of Directors 

Executive Committee: 
Officers: 
President: Winnie W. Huang ’92, Army ROTC 
Founder & VP: Nathan Bruschi ’10, USN 
Secretary (Adjutant): Chad Rairie ’16, USMC 
Treasurer (Quartermaster): Tom Byrne ’55 T’56, USAF 
Directors: 
Deputy Treasurer: 1st LT Kate Sullivan ’13, USMC 
Events: Winnie W. Huang ’92, Army ROTC 
Public Affairs/Database: Matt Brandon ’16, USAF  
Public Affairs/Fisher House: Jim Weiskopf ’66, US Army 
Alumni Liaison: Chris Ramsden ’84, USN 
Bill Baschnagel ’62, USAF 
James Wright Award Nomination Committee: 
Chair: Desmond Webster MALS ’13, USN 
Member: Chad Rairie ’16, USMC 
Member: 1st LT Kate Sullivan ’13, USMC 
Member: Alex Kugajevsky ’92, US Army 
Member: Stephen Landa ’67, US Army 

Other Key Roles: 
Academic Director: Bob Baumann ’74, DOD Civilian 
Alumni Relations Advisor: Theodosia Cook 
Career Network Coordinator: LTJG Ki Suh Jung ’11, USN 
Outreach/Career Network: LCDR James Jung ’98, USN 
Outreach/Career Network: Michael Burbank '13, USMC 
Outreach/Legal Professions: Josh Stein ’92, US Army  
Social Media: Nathan Bruschi ’10, USN 
Webmaster: Nathan Bruschi ’10; Winnie W. Huang ’92 
Regional Representatives: 
AK, Los Angeles, HI, US Territories, International:  
  Winnie W. Huang ’92, Army ROTC 
CA - Northern: Josh Stein ’92, US Army  
CA - Orange County, Pacific NW, ID, MT:  
  Capt. Alexander Abate ’09, USMC 
CA - San Diego: 1st LT Kate Sullivan ’13, USMC 
CT/NJ/NY: Ron Bucca MALS ’14, US Army 
MA/RI: Matt Brandon ’16, USAF  
Mid Atlantic: Chad Rairie ’16, USMC 
Midwest: Desmond Webster MALS ’13, USN 
Mountain: David Orringer, MD, ’92, USAF 
North & South Central: Lt. Col. Joe Scott ’00, US Army 
South East: LCDR James Jung ’98, USN 
Upper Valley/ME: Tom Byrne ’55; Bill Baschnagel ’62 
Liaisons: 
Army ROTC Program Coordinator: Ian Short, US Army 
Dartmouth Undergraduate Veterans Association: TBD 
Dartmouth Graduate Veterans Association:  
  Carlos Tigreros MALS ’18, USN 
Geisel: Paul Holzer G’18, USN; Zach Salas G’20, USN 
MALS: Carlos Tigreros MALS ’18, USN  
MPH: Corrine Brooks, MD, MPH ’17, USAF 
POSSE Veterans: Carl P. Thum, Ph.D. 
Tuck: Max Dresser T’18, USN; David Bates T’18, USMC 

http://DUSA.Dartmouth.org/Dues
mailto:kisuh.jung@gmail.com
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Be a Career Network Contact! 
Greetings! My name is LTJG Ki Suh Jung ’11, and I am your new 
Career Network Coordinator. Whether we serve for 4 years or 30 
years, we all transition from the uniformed services at some point 
in our lives. As we look for careers outside the uniformed services, 
we can benefit from speaking with members of the Dartmouth 
community who also understand where we come from, whether 
because they have also served or because they are closely affiliat-
ed with the uniformed services. I am leading the effort to build a 
career network for DUSA members. This network can also serve as 
a hiring resource and mentorship opportunity for those seeking 
guidance from those who have served before them. 
 

If you would like to be a part of DUSA’s career network, please 
send the following information to kisuh.jung@gmail.com: Name, 
Class, Company/Organization, Position, Industry, City/State, Email, 
and Phone Number. If you have any questions, please feel free to 
contact me using the email address above. Thank you.  

2016 James Wright Award Winner Dr. James Geiling 
MPH ‘14 in Los Angeles! 

 

DUSA members from Los Angeles, Orange County, and San 
Diego were privileged to have dinner with Dr. Jim Geiling at 
Terroni’s in downtown Los Angeles on Sun, Oct 23, 2016. Dr. 
Geiling was in town for a medical conference. Pictured below: 
1st LT Kate Sullivan ‘13, Winnie W. Huang ‘92, Michael Bur-
bank ‘13, Dr. Jim Geiling, and Capt. Alexander Abate ‘09.  

Salute to Service Game—LA 
Rams vs. Carolina Panthers! 

 

Thanks to a generous donation by 
LA Rams COO & EVP Kevin Demoff 
‘99 T’06, our DUSA President and 
LA Rep Winnie W. Huang ‘92 was 
able to organize a gathering of 
our West Coast DUSA members at 
the Rams Salute to Service game 
on Nov. 6, 2016. We were joined 
by active duty  personnel from Ft. 
Irwin. We had great seats right on 

the field and 
our group was 
featured 5 
times on the 
jumbotron and 
on TV. We had 
a wonderful 
time while 
honoring those 
who have 
served.  

DUSA Contact Information 
 

Email: DUSA@Dartmouth.edu 
Website: DUSA.Dartmouth.org 
 

Physical Address: 
Dartmouth Uniformed Service Alumni 
c/o Alumni Relations 
6068 Blunt Alumni Center 
Hanover, NH 03755 
 

“The Muster” Newsletter: 
Matt Brandon ‘16, USAF 
mattbrandon1987@gmail.com 
 

Social Media: 
LinkedIn: 
www.linkedin.com/groups/4419173 
 

Facebook: 
Www.facebook.com/DartmouthUSA/ 
 

mailto:kisuh.jung@gmail.com
mailto:DUSA@Dartmouth.edu
http://www.DUSA.Dartmouth.org
mailto:mmb11161987@gmail.com
http://www.linkedin.com/groups/4419173
http://Www.facebook.com/DartmouthUSA/


 
SERVICE – COLLEGE  – COUNTRY 

DARTMOUTH UNIFORMED SERVICE ALUMNI  
DUES GIVING FORM  

 

You can also join/donate directly online: http://DUSA.dartmouth.org/dues 
 

Donor Name: __________________________________  Class and School: _______________________ 
 

Service:  US Army    US Navy    USAF   USMC    USCG    Friend / Family      
 

  US Public Health Service    NOAA     Active    Separated    Retired 
 

  Foreign Military: ___________________ Other: ___________________________  
 

Annual Dues*:   $ 40.00 
 

Additional Donation:  $ ______________________ 
 

TOTAL TAX-DEDUCTIBLE CONTRIBUTION: $ ______________________ 
 

  Cash is enclosed. 

  A check payable to “Dartmouth College Uniformed Service Alumni” is enclosed. 

Where will my donation go? 
All donations go towards supporting and endowing DUSA's many initiatives, including: 
• DUSA grants to support veteran continued education (Cost: ~$2,000/year) 
• The Veterans Fly-in Program (Cost: ~$5,000/year) 
• Commemorations for Memorial Day, commissioning, retirements, and funerals (~$3,000/year) 
• DUSA's annual  Veterans Day Banquet, Day of Service, and other events (Cost: ~$3,000+/year after spon-

sorships, tickets sales etc. Majority of cost is for student veteran tickets) 
• On-campus academic programs (Cost: ~$2,000/year) 
• DUSA's Honor Cord Investiture for graduating seniors (Cost ~$1,000/year) 
• Printing and mailing costs for veterans outreach (Cost: ~$2500/year) 
• Ad-hoc program support to student veteran groups 

 

PLEASE RETURN PAYMENT TO: 
Dartmouth Uniformed Service Alumni 

c/o Alumni Relations 
6068 Blunt Alumni Center 

Hanover, NH 03755 
 

Thank you for your contribution! 
 

*Dues are free for undergraduate students and for the first year 
for immediate undergraduates (Class of 2017) 

http://DUSA.dartmouth.org/dues
http://dcusa.dartmouth.org/s/1353/clubs-classes-interior.aspx?sid=1353&gid=174&pgid=4868
http://dcusa.dartmouth.org/s/1353/clubs-classes-interior.aspx?sid=1353&gid=174&pgid=4869
http://dcusa.dartmouth.org/s/1353/clubs-classes-interior.aspx?sid=1353&gid=174&pgid=4870


DUSA NEW MEMBER FORM 
 

NOTE: If possible, please join/donate online and complete this form online at  
http://DUSA.dartmouth.org/dues 

 

1. Please complete all the personal information blocks on the Dues and Giving Form on the previous page. 

2. What is your Dartmouth affiliation? (including school, class year, and major/concentration) 

 _____________________________________________________________________________  

3. Please complete the service information blocks on the Dues and Giving Form on the previous page. 

4. What is your current status?   Active    Reserve    Nat’l Guard    Separated    Retired     N/A 

5. Which Dartmouth groups were you involved in as a student? __________________________  

 _____________________________________________________________________________  

6. Tell us about your service. 

What is/was your Military Occupation Code or Designation? __________________________  

 __________________________________________________________________________  

Where were you stationed and what did you do? (include campaigns and dates) _________  

 __________________________________________________________________________  

 __________________________________________________________________________  

 __________________________________________________________________________  

What are your accomplishments?  ______________________________________________  

 __________________________________________________________________________  

What is the highest rank you held? ______________________________________________  

7. If you have left the service, what is your current profession? ___________________________  

 _____________________________________________________________________________  

8. I would like to volunteer in DUSA to... 

 Mentor students looking to join the Uniformed Services. 

 Advise veterans looking to attend Dartmouth. 

 Help plan academic programs (lectures, DUSA Book Club, etc.) 

 Help service members transition into civilian life (job placement, etc.). 

 Help plan special events for DUSA (federal holidays, commissioning, retirements, funerals, etc.). 

http://DUSA.dartmouth.org/dues
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5th Annual Veterans Day Banquet 

Fitzgerald in the North Tower and lost his life in the attack along with 11 other members of the Dartmouth community. Huang also 
recognized the bravery displayed by Ron Bucca, Sr., father of MALS ‘14 and Green Beret Ron Bucca Jr. As a FDNY Fire Marshal, 
Bucca “rushed up the stairs of the South Tower to the Sky lobby of the 78th Floor.” The South Tower collapsed while Bucca was 
selflessly administering first aid to victims. His body was recovered several weeks later, his turncoat found “still covering the body 

of a woman” who was injured prior to the South Tower’s collapse. In keeping with the spirit of 
the evening, DUSA and President Wright presented the 2016 James Wright Award for Distin-
guished Service to Dr. Jim Geiling, the Chief of Medical Service at the VA Medical Center in 
White River Junction, VT, who was responsible for coordinating first responders during the 
attack at the Pentagon on 9/11. Dr. Geiling led a long and successful Army career, retiring with 
the rank of Colonel in 2003. He is active in the Dartmouth community, serving as a Professor at 
Geisel and medical advisor to the Dartmouth Ski Patrol, and leading a Dartmouth-sponsored 
critical care disaster-response team to Port Au-Prince, Haiti after the 2010 devastating earth-
quake. In his acceptance speech, Geiling noted the long tradition that Dartmouth has supporting 
the military and veterans, recounting “the 73 students that died during the Civil War” and see-
ing the school’s Army ROTC unit drilling on the Dartmouth 

Green over the years. Dr. Geiling recounted that the Wright award is given “to one who over 
the course of their lifetime has exemplified the ideals of Service, College, and Country,” and 
humbly stated that “receiving [the] award in President Wright’s name helps validate the ideal 
of service [he] started 39 years ago as a 2ndLT medical student at the Uniformed Services Uni-
versity.” Dr. Geiling closed by thanking all in attendance, but especially his family and co-
workers throughout the years. Geiling capped a night of solemn remembrance, and all in 
attendance made it a night to remember. Please visit DUSA’s webpage for additional info. 

On November 11, 2016, DUSA was the lead co-sponsor of the 5th Annual Dartmouth College Veterans Day Banquet, coordinated 
with the Dartmouth Undergraduate Veterans Association at the Hanover Inn. Lt. Col. (Ret.) Dan Hampton was the featured speak-
er. Hampton is the author of several bestselling books about modern aerial warfare (including Viper Pilot: A Memoir of Air Combat, 
an account of his personal life) and gave a stirring speech about his experiences in the military and his activities since his retire-
ment from the US Air Force. As 2016 is the 15th anniversary of the September 11, 2001 terrorist attacks, the evening took on addi-
tional meaning, as we remembered Dartmouth alumni and family members who lost their lives in the attacks during the ceremo-
ny. DUSA President Winnie W. Huang ‘92 spoke movingly of Chris Colasanti ‘90 as “the nicest guy—humble, with an infectious 
smile, and always quick to make fun of himself...everyone who knew him, absolutely adored him.” Colasanti  worked at Cantor  

http://dcusa.dartmouth.org/s/1353/clubs-classes-interior.aspx?sid=1353&gid=174&pgid=4869
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5th Annual  
Veterans Day Banquet 

Silent Auction Proceeds Benefitted  
USMC’s Toys for Tots Program 
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Posse Veterans Off to Fast Start! 
 

The ten Posse Scholars, the first cohort to attend Dart-
mouth (Vassar and Wesleyan have been part of the Posse 
Veterans Program for a few years), have transitioned suc-
cessfully into Dartmouth. They did quite well academically 
fall term. While they focused on their academics their first 
term, starting winter term, they intend to get more involved 
with campus organizations and student groups. They will 
also be dedicating  significant time to plan for the Feb 24-
26 Posse Retreat. That will take place off campus with as 
many as 100 students, faculty, and staff attending. The topic 
of the Retreat will be the current climate of division and 
ways we can bridge those divisions —Carl P. Thum, Ph.D., 
Posse Veterans Advisor & Director, Academic Skills Center 

Tuck “Next Step” Program 
 

The Tuck School of Business announced a new executive education 
program, “Next Step: Transition to Business,” inspired by the needs 
of U.S. veterans ready to take their next career step. 
 

The 2.5-week certificate program is built around three main themes 
— professional acumen, business leadership, and career develop-
ment — utilizing classes, workshops, and collaborative experiential 
learning exercises. Individuals who want to remain in service, are 
planning their separation or retirement, or have recently separated 
will benefit from the program’s mix of classes and career develop-
ment activities. Applicants should have a minimum of 3 years experi-
ence in a non-business field and should not have completed a formal 
undergraduate or graduate business program.  
 

The program is funded through the generous support of Tuck and 
Dartmouth alumni so the fee is only $500 which includes tuition, 
books, most meals, and accommodations. DUSA will provide $250 
to each Dartmouth active duty or veteran attendee and JetBlue will 
donate a roundtrip airfare voucher to Boston.  
 

The inaugural session will be held March 1-18, 2017at Tuck. The first 
application deadline is January 15, with a final round on January 31, 
space permitting. To learn more or apply: http://
nextstep.tuck.dartmouth.edu/ 
 

Please share this program with other veterans or active duty person-
nel. Questions? Contact Dia Draper: 

Military Wellness Initiative Update 
 

U.S. Congressman Mac Thornberry, Chairman of the House Armed Services Com-
mittee, and Mr. Ray C. Davis, Co-Chairman and Managing Partner of the Texas Rang-
ers, hosted the Military Wellness Summit on December 15, 2016 at the U.S. Capitol 
Visitors Center in Washington, D.C., bringing together stakeholders from the legisla-
tive and executive branches, industry, non-profit organizations, and academia to 
discuss the future of military wellness.  
 

Specifically, the Military Wellness Initiative (MWI), a new non-profit founded and 
sponsored by Mr. Davis, presented findings from MWI's recently completed Texas 
Pilot Program and National Awareness Campaign. MWI designed these efforts to 
test new approaches to the way performance and health solutions are delivered to 
military members, their families and broader support network, and to explore path-
ways to achieving accelerated personal and community wellness solutions.  
 

With over 15,000 military members and spouses participating in the 6-month Texas Pilot Program and over 250,000 joining the 
National Awareness Campaign launched mid-September, MWI has generated new insights into community-building, individual and 
group engagement on wellness, and opportunities to move the military community up the wellness spectrum towards human capi-
tal optimization and preservation and away from acute, crisis care. MWI’s efforts have garnered significant interest from both the 
executive and legislative branches, among other stakeholders, and the Military 
Wellness Summit was an important step to reviewing MWI’s findings and further-
ing efforts to improve military wellness and care. 

 

The Summit presentation included a panel discussion, 
moderated by the Honorable Dr. David Shulkin, Under-
secretary for Health at the Department of Veterans 
Affairs. Panelists included Grant Verstandig (Founder and 
CEO, Rally Health), Dr. Barbara Van Dahlen (Founder and 
CEO, Give an Hour), Gunnar Peterson (Beverly Hills-
based Personal Trainer), and Dr. Anne Albers 
(Cardiologist, OhioHealth).  
—Alex Kugajevsky ’92, US Army 

http://nextstep.tuck.dartmouth.edu/
http://nextstep.tuck.dartmouth.edu/
http://nextstep.tuck.dartmouth.edu/
http://nextstep.tuck.dartmouth.edu/
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     Spotlight: DUSA Member Profiles 
 

Pete Frederick ’65, along with Ed Keible ’65, was instrumental in DUSA’s founding. He 
spearheaded the project to relocate all Veteran’s memorial plaques to the renovated 
Memorial Stadium. He led the fundraising effort and worked closely with Dimitri 
Gerakaris ’69, who designed the DUSA Challenge Coin and the large Mystic Eagle me-
morial which is the first memorial  to honor all the men and women of Dartmouth 
who have served their country in war and peace. Pete was also instrumental in the 
commissioning and dedication of the 5-foot diameter, forged and fabricated stainless 
steel Wall Relief Sculpture, paid for by Sphinx. The Class of 1965 helped defray the 
cost of moving the existing Memorials. In addition, the Class contributed to an en-
dowment fund established to maintain the Memorials.  
 

In 2014 Pete received the Dartmouth Alumni Award. He is the proud father of 4 chil-
dren including Lt. Col. Jennifer Frederick Bantner ’92, who was commissioned 
through Dartmouth’s Army ROTC program and Lt. Col P. Christian Frederick, US Army 
ROTC graduate of Davidson College in '99, an Airborne Ranger who served with the 
82nd in Iraq. 

 
Above: Pete holding Ivy League Championship Football trophy in February 2016 

 
Ed Keible ’65 served in the US Air Force as an Air-
craft Engineer. He was stationed at Kelly Air Force 
Base, Texas, and left the service with the rank of 
Captain. He is currently the Managing Partner of 
Capstan Advisors and CEO of GeoMetWatch Corpo-
ration. He previously served as the founder and CEO 
of Endwave Corporation. Ed has also held various 
positions at Raychem Corporation, including as Sen-
ior Vice President of Raychem’s International and 
Electronics groups. He graduated with a Bachelor’s 
and Masters degree in Engineering, and also earned 
an MBA from Harvard Business School. During his 
time at Dartmouth, Ed played on the 1963 Dartmouth football team that won the 
Ivy League championship over Princeton. Ed currently resides in North Carolina.  
Left: Ed Keible ’65 

 
Bill Gruver ’66 has referred to America’s experience in Vietnam as “the his-
torical event that most changed the country” during his lifetime. After re-
ceiving his commission upon graduation, Bill obtained his MBA from Colum-
bia Business School before serving in the US Navy’s Submarine Service for 4 
years. Upon the completion of his service in the Navy, Bill joined Goldman 
Sachs in 1972, rising to become the Chief Operating Officer of the firm’s Eq-
uities division, where he was elected a Partner in 1988. Through Bill’s lead-
ership, the division expanded into key markets in Asia (Singapore) and Eu-
rope (Frankfurt). After retiring from Goldman, Bill became a professor at 
Bucknell University and is now the Howard I. Scott Chair in Global Com-
merce, Strategy & Leadership.  

                  Right: Bill Gruver ’66 

http://www.biggreen65.com/wp-content/uploads/Mystic-Eagle-w-plaques.jpg
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Normandy: Dartmouth Men Were Up To The “Challenge” 
 

The Great Dartmouth Class of 1965 was instrumental in the founding of DUSA in 2013. Thanks to the efforts of Pete 
Frederick ‘65, DUSA Charter Member and its initial “Marshal” (“Events Chair”), the Class made a substantial donation 
to DUSA that partially  funded the DUSA “Kick-Off” celebration in November 2013. Pete convinced Dimitri Gerakaris 
‘69, renowned sculptor and then President of the Dartmouth Club of the Upper Valley, to design a DUSA “Challenge 
Coin” and engineered a significant contribution from the Sphinx Foundation to help fund the “Kick-Off”. He convinced 
the then current Sphinx undergraduate members to attend. 
 

The John Roger’s following chronicle of the Class of 1965’s trip to Normandy, and the words of Ted Bracken that fol-
low, links DUSA and its “Challenge Coin “ to that pilgrimage to honor the five 
Dartmouth men who were killed in the Normandy invasion and are buried at 
the American Cemetery there. The trip to Normandy is beautifully documented 
in John Roger’s Journal of the trip, published in the Class Notes in the “DAM”. It 
may be viewed in its entirety, along with extensive photos of the trip, at: 
http://www.biggreen65.com/category/minireunions/ or http://
www.biggreen65.com/wp-content/uploads/John-Rogers-Normandy-Journal.pdf  
 

The following excerpt from the Journal chronicles the June 12, 2016 visit to the 
Normandy American Cemetery led by historian Tom Long ‘68 (Charter DUSA 
member). 
 

1965 NORMANDY TRIP JOURNAL   
June 12, 2016 — Today was Omaha Beach. We visited several sectors of the 
beach. Seeing the hills that had to be climbed made the loss of life understanda-
ble. Most of the fortifications were taken from the back, after the soldiers made 
it up the draws. There has been so much discussion of the colossal mistakes 
forced by weather, current, dumb luck that it's easy to forget how difficult it 
would have been, even under good conditions, to secure Omaha beachhead. 
 

Standing in the place where so many died, looking up from the 100 yards of un-
protected sand toward the now-peaceful hills, one realizes all of this in a flash. Hank Amon 
reminds us of the famous quote of Colonel George Taylor (U.S. 1st Infantry Division) when 

landing on Omaha Beach: “There are two kinds of people who are staying on this beach: those who are dead and those 
who are going to die. Now let’s get the hell out of here.” 
 

We worked our way along Omaha, then arrived at the Normandy Ameri-
can Cemetery and Memorial Museum. Again, a wonderful sequential 
presentation of the campaign for those of us who had been confused by 
Beevor’s detail. At 2:30 precisely, we lay a wreath at the memorial and 
stood to salute as the Star Spangled Banner played. Then, into the ceme-
tery ... long, perfectly symmetrical rows of gravestones bring order to the 
chaos the 22,000 American men who faced the hell of the landing and the 
following battles and gave their lives.  
 

Following the practice of Tom’s class, we paused at the graves of each of 
the five Dartmouth men buried there. Tom brings humanity and meaning 
to his university class by encouraging each of the students on the trip to 
find the name of a person from his or her family or home town, research 
that person, and present a graveside eulogy. Ted Bracken took Tom’s 
class this year. He began researching the five Dartmouth men in the Cem-
etery and, as he said, it became like crack to a junkie. His biographies 
were extensive... his bio of Fletcher Burton, a Coast Guard seaman, de-
scribed both Burton’s family life and the naval support of the landing as 
well or better than anything I had read. His detailed biographies were the 
basis for five classmates’ eulogies read by ’65s who had served in the military.  

Ted Bracken ’65 shares the 
biography of Fletcher Burton 
with assembled ’65s 

’65s assembled in Normandy 

http://www.biggreen65.com/category/minireunions/
http://www.biggreen65.com/wp-content/uploads/John-Rogers-Normandy-Journal.pdf
http://www.biggreen65.com/wp-content/uploads/John-Rogers-Normandy-Journal.pdf
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Normandy: Dartmouth Men Were Up To The “Challenge” (continued) 
 

The eulogy for 2nd Lt. Edward T. Jenkins III ’34, was read by George Wittreich; PFC James R. Whitcomb ’38, by Mike 
Gonnerman; SSgt. James A. O’Hearn, Jr. ’41 by Stu Keiller (DUSA); 2nd Lt Richard Kersting ’42 by Weaver Gaines 
(DUSA); and Seaman 1c. Fletcher Burton, Jr. by Ted Bracken. At each grave, readers followed a tradition of filling the 
incised letters of the marker with sand to make the names stand out, then read the eulogy and laid a single red rose. 
Finally, a Dartmouth song and a moment of silence followed. 
 

The men resting there were ordinary men accomplishing the extraordinary. They wouldn’t have said that. They would 
just have said they were doing their jobs or protecting their buddies. They did not speak in elevated language, just that 
they hoped the next day would be a good one, that they would get home to see wife and children, parents and friends. 
They wouldn’t have called it sacrifice, but we knew that they made it possible, as Eisenhower said, for us to live in a 
free world, love our children and our grandchildren. 
 
 
 
 

 

In Memory of SFC James Kiernan, Jr.—
Dartmouth Army ROTC Instructor 

 

SFC James Kiernan, Jr. served for a full career in 
the U.S. Army with the 101st Airborne Division, the 
10th Special Forces Group and as the facilitator for 
the Dartmouth ROTC program, where he served as 
the program instructor. He was stationed in Korea, 
Europe, the Middle East, and Southwest Asia. He 
earned many awards and decorations, including 
the parachutist badge, the Special Forces tab, and 
two awards of the Meritorious Service Medal. He 
was a proud Green Beret and a member of the 
Special Forces Association.  
 

When I started ROTC, I was barely 
100 lbs. and my feet were so 
small that SFC Kiernan had to give 
me his wife’s combat boots to 
wear. He taught me how to shoot 
a 9mm and M16 and gave me a 
compass to wear on my watch—I 
still wear one every day in his 
honor. After attending Nathan 
Bruschi’s beautiful wedding in 
Rhode Island this fall, I was able 
to pay my respects at the Rhode Island Veterans Cemetery.  
 

SFC Kiernan, you are greatly missed —Winnie W. Huang ’92 

Ted Bracken ’65 places a red rose and a DUSA “Challenge 
Coin” at the grave of Coast Guard Seaman, Fletcher Burton.  


